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I had the pleasure of meeting 7 pupils over the course of the day, ranging from year 
2 up to year 6 . They were a delightful group of children, and very open and happy to 
talk to me about their school experience, and tell me of their latest achievements. I 
will try to summarise the most salient points from the interviews, alongside my own 
observations. 
 

 Focus can be a difficulty for many children with additional needs – all pupils 
interviewed report that their T.A and/or teacher helps them to concentrate 
when they find it difficult, often by breaking up instructions into chunks, 
helping to sequence and plan how to tackle the task or using gentle reminders 
of the focus of the task. 

 Differentiation is evident when children discuss the subjects they find most 
difficult, and the ways in which their working is structured in order to support 
them – effective use of small group work and additional support from T.A’s to 
allow greater time focusing on building key foundational skills in core subjects.  

 Differentiation also evidenced by key positioning of pupils within class, sharing 
tables with peers of similar ability, allowing for good peer-to-peer support. 

 Use of specific resources to support individual needs – children report using 
overlays to help with reading, access to ear defenders to help lessen noise-
based anxiety, wiggle cushions and movement breaks for those who need a 
physical release from time to time, fiddle toys to help calm anxiety and aid 
concentration, Talking Tins to help memory and focus during writing tasks, 
Clicker to help with writing and spelling, sound mats as a speech and 
language aid. 

 Visual aids are often helpful – visual timetables to help with understanding of 
what will happen next, both helping to reduce anxiety and supporting steps 
towards greater independence. 

 Flexibility of approach in lessons such as P.E. – one pupil noting that they can 
find the social aspects difficult and that their teacher has devised an action 
plan for them to follow should they feel overwhelmed or upset (this takes the 
form of a pre-agreed structure of taking time out, discussing feelings with T.A 
before looking to rejoin lesson where possible – all independently accessed 
by the pupil). 

 Input from external professionals such a dyslexia outreach team and SALT – 
children talk of these sessions with enthusiasm. 
 
 
Additional points to note: what comes across very strongly from each pupil, is 
the extent to which they are catered for as an individual with resources being 
available to support them in whichever area they most require it. This, 
combined with a flexibility of approach and an understanding that the children 
benefit the most from an environment which allows them some control over 
the aspects they struggle the most with (particular as they move further up the 
school), fosters a sense of security and an ability to both recognise areas of 
difficulty whilst being proud of the wonderful things they have achieved. It is 
also important to note that all the pupils report that their teachers and peers 



know what their strengths are, and that these are regularly celebrated – this 
corresponds to the ethos of inclusivity and support which is evident 
throughout the school, both in the behavior of the children and the attitudes of 
the staff. 
 
Some quotes: 
 
“I am really proud of how my reading has improved, and am looking forward to 
reading harder books next” 
 
“I like to know what is going to happen. If there are going to be any changes, 
my teacher will talk to me about it first” 
 
“Everyone knows I am good at running and football” 
 
“My soundmat helps me with difficult words” 
 
“I am a good friend” 
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SEN Pupil Perception Interviews 
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Summary: 

  Talk with a range of pupils with SEN from across the school  
 Discuss effectiveness of SEN resources, support, learning environment and classroom displays 

 

Pupil perception of displays and learning environment 
 My work is on display and it makes me feel good. 

 I feel proud when my work is put up because I know I tried my best. 

 I like showing mummy my work when it is on the board. 

 The different letter shapes don’t help me but they really help my friends to read (pupil referring to 
the dyslexia friendly font used on display boards).  

 The displays are colourful and cool; I like it when we get new displays on the topic we are working 
on. 

 I like the bright colours; it makes my work stand out. 

 The ‘Growth mindset’ display reminds me that it’s ok to find things hard, I used to get really upset 
when I made mistakes but I don’t get so annoyed now. I want a multi-coloured brain not the grey, 
dull one! 

 I look at the visual timetable every morning with my mum.  

 I go through the timetable with my mum before class and it helps me understand the day. Mrs 
Keeble always goes through the timetable after register and that helps me feel less worried.  

 If anything changes Miss Cragoe explains it to me and the visual timetable is changed too. 

 I like my classroom, it makes me feel safe. 

 Sometimes the corridors are busy and noisy but I have a teacher with me and that is ok. 

 I like the outside learning area, it makes me feel relaxed. 

 The role play area in our class is really good fun because you get to use your imagination and play. 

 Sometimes I rock on my chair but my wedge helps me to keep still. 

 I don’t like some of the stools in the ICT suite but my mini wedge makes it easier to sit on them. 
 

Pupil perception of verbal feedback and marking  
 2 stars and a wish are helpful because you know what you have done well and you know what you 

still need to work on. I like using my purple pen for my next steps! 

 When the teacher talks through your work with you it helps to understand where you went wrong. 

 Miss Legood tells us our targets so we know what to work on to be successful. 

 The teachers give you compliments if you work hard and use the class rules. You also get house-
points which is good! 

 Sometimes we have ‘no hands up’ and that means you have to be ready to answer the question! 

 I like ‘talking partners’ because if I’m not sure of the answer my friends can help me. 

 My teacher gives us time to think about our answers and that helps me to answer some questions. 



 I like it when my teacher says nice things to me when I put my hand up in class! 

 It is better when the teacher speaks in a loud voice so I can hear. 

 It helps if the teacher tells me instructions lots of times. 
 

Pupil perception of SEN resources/support 

 My coloured overlay helps my reading because the words stay still on the page. 

 My colour overlay helps sooth my headaches and makes reading easier. 
 I always get my coloured overlay because it stops the words being fuzzy, I can read a lot faster when 

I use it. 

 When I use ear defenders it helps me in Maths and English lessons because I work better when it is 
quiet. 

 Using ear defenders helps me, it is quiet and I can concentrate. 

 I like using the triangulated pencils for my writing because it is easier to hold. 

 Triangulated pens and pencils help me to write because it is neater and easier for my fingers. 

 Using my DT set after English makes me feel good if I have worked hard on my targets during the 
lesson. 

 A teacher walking with me when it is busy helps me make the right choices. 

 Having my sensible friends sitting next to me and standing with me when I line up helps me to keep 
my hands on my own body. 

 Sitting on a wedge/chair instead of the carpet helps me to sit still. 

 Going outside to lose some energy so that I’m not so energetic inside. 

 Using fiddle toys on the carpet helps me stay focused and keep my hands on my own body. 

 Using blu tack during input helps me concentrate. 

 It feels nice having an adult working with me. 

 Working with the TA or in a small group helps me as I can ask questions. 

 I like Rapid Reading because the books are really cool and I get time working with an adult on my 
own. 

 I like doing my tricky word flashcards because I am now on Phase 5 and I know nearly all of them! 

 Clicker helps me with my spelling and it makes my writing make more sense. 
 Using a whiteboard and pen to note down ideas and jottings helps me start my writing. 

 Sometimes I forget what the teacher has said so I use my notebook to jot things down. 

 Using a whiteboard in maths is good because it doesn’t matter if you make a mistake.  

 Class rules and routines help me. I like the countdown to carpet for zero, macaroni 
cheese…everybody freeze. The rules remind me of what to do next. 

 I like using big bits of paper, coloured paper and pens to make writing exciting. 

 The ‘Talking Tin’ helps me to remember what I want to write. 

 I use my social story so that I can keep my friendships and not get into trouble. 

 My social story helps me to make the right choices and keep my hands on my own body. 

 Reading my social story before break has helped me because I don’t have so many arguments with 
my friends now. 

 My safe place helps me to calm down.  
 

 
 
 

 


